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Dear South Calgary, Muslim Community 
Message from Farhan Khan, President ICSC 
 
Assalam-o-Alaikum to all of you from the ICSC Board Management 
Committee. This is our first newsletter. We intend to publish newsletter
every quarter to keep our South Community aware of development of
ICSC and South Musallah, events and programs we are involved in, 
actions where we need your support and above all to keep you in full 
picture regarding our South Islamic Centre Project. 
 
Due to COVID-19 pandemic, we are all living through tough times 
where our daily life is challenged. ICSC is no exception as our 
operations (prayers, events, programs, community gathering) including
the timeline of our project’s construction have been impacted. 
Nevertheless, we are all thankful to Allah SWT for keeping us safe and 
through his grace we will continue to persevere to work for our 
community. 
 

In next few pages, I would like to introduce the current ICSC team and
bring the community up to speed on current activities of your 
organization.  

 

There have also been some quite important developments that as a 
board we feel the whole community should have knowledge about, 
especially as they adversely impact our working on South Islamic 
Center Project. Please review section” ICSC Challenges” on page 2.
We had a community engagement session with the formation of ICSC 
shura committee on March 7th in which new and past community 
members were invited. We shared our current efforts, issues and seek 
feedback / suggestions. Alhamdulillah session was successful and 
Shura committee will work with ICSC on achieving its objectives. 

 

We are looking forward to serving our community as best as we can by 
grace of Allah SWT. 

 
Jazzak-um-Allah Khairan. 
 
 

 FRIDAY PRAYERS TIMING (DST) 
 

 Location:    McKenzie Towne Hall, 40 
                     McKenzie Towne Blvd SE 

 
 Timing: 1st Jumma, Khutbah 1:30 PM 

Salat 1:45 PM 
 

               2nd Jumma Khutbah 1:55 PM 
Salat 2:10 PM 

 

               3rd Jumma Khutbah 2:20 PM 
Salat 2:35 PM 

 

4th Jumma Khutbah 2:45 PM 
Salat 3:00 PM 

 

PARKING RELATED INSTRUCTIONS: 
We urge and request the community coming for 
Friday Prayers to please observe the parking 
rules 
Rules: 

 Please park in designated spaces only 
 Please at no time you can park in the 

condominium parking next to McKenzie 
Towne Hall, a towable offence. 

 Please do not double park behind cars 
in the parking lot, it blocks the fire lane 
and also causes jam-ups in the lot. 

 Please do not block fire hydrants. 
 Please do not park in Bus Stops! 
 Violators will be towed at their own 

expense. 
 

ICSC VISION STATEMENT: 
 

Meet Community Needs Through 
Engagement and by Bringing 

Transparency & Accountability at All 
Levels 



Newsletter • March 2021 • Volume 1, Issue 1 • Page 2 
embers of New ICSC Management 
Committee Contacts: 
 Farhan Khan, President, Ph: 403-617-2428,  

email: president@icsouthcalgary.com 

 Mir Mahmood Ali, Vice President, Ph: 403-667-5697 

 email: vicepresident@icsouthcalgary.com 

 Haider Ali Chughtai, Secretary, Ph: 403-605-4133,  
email: secretary@icsouthcalgary.com 

 Attique Shaikh, Treasurer,  
email: treasurer@icsouthcalgary.com 

 Khurram Abbasi, Director IT & Communications  
email: director.it@icsouthcalgary.com 

 Shaikh Mustafizur Rahman, Director Events & Program 

email: director.events@icsouthcalgary.com 

 Lubna Noman, Director Dawah & Education,  
email: director.education@icsouthcalgary.com 

 Adnan Ullah Qureshi, Director Volunteer & Youth,  
Ph: 403-400-4916,  

email: director.volunteers@icsouthcalgary.com 

 Vacant, Director Facilities & Projects 

                     ___________________ 

About Islamic Centre of South Calgary 
(ICSC) 
 
History and information: 

ICSC is the oldest volunteer organization working since 2004 for 
the South Calgary community to provide prayers, Quran weekend 
school, Halaqas, Ramadan, Eid and other services. The 
members of ICSC from the South Calgary Muslim community 
stand in election for different positions in the organization and 
form the board. We are a registered not-for-profit organization 
with our own by-laws and governance structure. The board 
members receive no renumeration, they take time out of their 
daily lives to run the affairs and different programs of ICSC. This 
at times becomes exceedingly difficult as without more volunteer 
support from the community, the small board can only do so 
much. Active volunteers and committees form the backbone of 
ICSC. 

 

Relation with MCC: 

Since 2009 we have been part of Muslim Council of Calgary 
(MCC) – Muslim Association of Calgary (MAC) charitable 
organization chapter for extension of their charitable status to us 
including issuance of charitable donation tax receipts. For all 
intents and purposes ICSC leads its operations and projects 
independently but seeks as required collaboration from all its 
Calgary sister organizations. Our brothers in MCC have 
maintained this division of responsibility with respect and 
cooperation most of the last 7 years. We submit our accounts 
during and at end of fiscal year so MAC as a charity can submit 
its auditable accounts to CRA. Our accounts are also audited 
annually through MAC.  

 

The other most important thing is ICSC supports election of two 
MCC board directors to represent ICSC and South Calgary 
community. It is important to have a voice at the MCC table. 

 
Current ICSC board: 
Last ICSC board was formed in July 2019, after the previous 
board under brother Junaid Mahoon completed its tenure with 
two, two-year terms. Br Nabeel Butt was then elected as 
President, who continued until September 2020. 
Most of the current board is with new volunteer directors who 
have stepped up to help our organization. We thank all for their 
service and pray Allah SWT give them reward for this, Ameen!  

 
ICSC Challenges 
 
Year 2020 was full of challenges, see below for some major 
challenges that ICSC had faced, and some are still going on. 
However, by the grace of Allah, with the efforts of ICSC board 
and community support, we so far have survived and Insha 
Allah we will thrive.  
 
 High turnover in ICSC board of directors’ positions due to 

their change in job status, changing time priorities, other 
commitments etc. and our inability to fill these volunteer 
positions. 

 Access to our bank accounts has been restricted for last 5 
months.  

 ICSC accounts were frozen around Oct. 15, 2020 and were 
kept frozen until Jan. 2021. 

 All ICSC signatories have been removed by MCC/MAC at 
the same time and process of adding of new signatories 
have not been completed so far (both for Operations and 
Project account) 

 ICSC has been able to keep Operations running from Oct. 
2020 to Jan and March 2021 solely by paying through 
personal pocket / accounts of many board of directors. 

 With the new MCC/MAC management and due to change 
in strategy, Islamic center project execution has been 
nearly HALTED for the last couple of months. 

 MCC/MAC has full control of the Islamic center project bank 
accounts and current amount of $1.01M 

 During early Feb. 2021, ICSC Treasurer also resigned in 
protest that ICSC has no control over their collected 
donations/bank accounts. 

 His sudden departure left ICSC in more challenging 
position, keeping in view the support needed for the 
issuance of the annual donors’ tax receipt and other 
needed year end tasks. 

 In current scenario, ICSC can no longer progress our 
project effectively but we are working very diligently and 
closely with the MCC to resolve all the matters for the 
betterment of the community. 
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Islamic Centre Project Status 
 
Project Advisory Committee & Project Team Update: 

A Project Advisory Committee (PAC) was formed as per section 
F.3 of the ICSC By-Laws and South Islamic Center Project Team 
is part of the PAC. The mandate of the committee and the project 
team was to progress the Islamic Center Project in south east by 
planning, fund raising, engineering, procurement/contracts, 
construction execution and permitting.  

ICSC Board as trustees of the community has over the years kept 
ownership of the project with a strong working relationship 
through PAC. In short, both work hand in hand to ensure delivery 
of this project especially fundraising. 

 

 
The Project Advisory Committee included the President (Farhan 
Khan), General Secretary (Haider Ali Chughtai), Project Manager 
(Junaid Mahoon), Project Technical Member: Nisar Bhutto 
(Coordinator). The Project team member included: 

 Project Manager: Junaid Mahoon. 

 Project Technical Manager: Nisar Bhutto.  

 Engineering: Mohammed Salim & Muhammad Yasin. 

 Fundraising: Zahid Maqsood & Shoaib Qaimkhani 

 Procurement & Contracts: Shaheen Nawaz 

 Positions of Project Accounts, Project Controls and Project 
Construction Manager to be filled in later. 

 

2020 Reflections: 

 In June 2019, the City of Calgary issued ICSC the Building 
(construction) permit for the project, a major achievement for 
ICSC and our South Community. 

 Our engineering/design was around 90% complete, with 
some work to be completed with contractor engagement 
phase. We also did an engineering-based cost estimate 
where (excluding value improvement) project cost was 
exceeding original anticipated $12 MM.  

 

 

 

 

 In September 2019, ICSC Board sanctioned Project 
Advisory Committee to explore some alternate options to 
reduce the cost including deviation from building the center 
in one go. This included a polymer based enclosed 
structure as a temporary alternate to bring services to the 
community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In parallel we started some site preparation work including 
tree clearing and demolition of the existing dwelling on the 
project site. Objective was to have a ground-breaking 
ceremony to kick-off construction in April 2020. Alas with 
the advent of COVID-19, we had to defer our plans 
however we continued to work of option optimizations that 
could bring services faster to community.  

 After some design work, from February to July 2020, 
detailed evaluation of 6 different options was completed, 
the Project Advisory Committee recommended to ICSC 
Board to proceed with the option of “Building the Multi-
purpose Hall / Gym 1st with partial services “as part of the 
phased wise execution of the main project design. 

 ICSC Board reviewed and gave approval to proceed with 
this option with complete engineering & execution planning. 
This was also important as we were now living through 
COVID-19 pandemic and with a severely impacted 
economy and our donation base. 
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 The cost of this option is approximately $ 3.6 million and 
construction duration around 18 months. 

 Our plan was to build this as the new first phase of our 
South Islamic Center Project.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Status before project went on near hold in Jan 2021:  

 Consultant Architect Studio Senbel was engaged to provide 
engineering & design proposal based on the consultation with 
City of Calgary for the Development of Phase-1. 

 City of Calgary was requested extension of the current Building 
(construction) permit and requirements for modifications to suit 
our needs. We have continued to engage our consultant to work 
revised Development permit for new Phase-1 and the City has 
provided its feedback. In addition, building permit received 
extension from the City of Calgary in October 2020. 

 ICSC Board reviewed and approved the Architectural and 
engineering services of Phase-1. Expected cost of architectural 
and engineering design is approximately $ 75,000 and around 8 
weeks of duration based on city approvals. 

ICSC Next Steps if the project moves forward: 

 Complete award of engineering & architectural design for Phase-
1 in April 2021 (contingent to the MCC approval) 

 Initiate fund raising for the project to cover Phase-1 cost. Al-
Hamdulillah we have saved every donation made while 
progressing the project and currently available funds are $ 1.01M 

 Construction phase to be approved by MAC with MCC support. 
Where we were being given commitment without agreement to 
ICSC of their support for approval and prioritize this for city wide 
fundraising. 

 Initiate ground-breaking / construction of Phase-1 in Spring 2021 

 With this plan, completion of construction of Phase-1 with first 
prayers is expected by Q4-2022. 

What now: 

ICSC board has pursued this project in last few years and made 
progress as stated above to make Islamic Center Project a reality, 
however we can do only to a certain extent in the present situation.  

We are reviewing our options as we had wished a real collaborative 
approach with MCC as best way forward for which we have tried and 
trying hard. However, if MCC intends to build this without 
involvement of ICSC, we will be facilitators and not roadblocks. We 
will share our next strategy with community very soon. 

Let us keep making effort and praying for this to become reality, 
Ameen! 

 

 

ICSC Project Financial Report for 2020 
2020 Opening 

Balance 
$ 

Donations 
Received 

$ 

Total Spend 
$ 

 

Closing Balance 
$ 

939,141 101,515 23,912 1,016,744 
 



Newsletter • March 2021 • Volume 1, Issue 1 • Page 5 
ICSC Community Engagement Session. 
 A community engagement session was done on March 7, 

2021 by involving some of the key community members. 

 This community engagement session participants also forms 
the ICSC Shura committee. 

 The main objective of the Shura committee will be to bridge 
gap between ICSC and community, improve communication 
and increase our reach to the community. 

 The roles and responsibilities and other details of the Shura 
committee are currently being worked out and will share with 
the broader community soon. Plz. keep checking our web site
for latest updates.  

 
ICSC Vision & Objectives: 
 

 
 
ICSC IT Initiatives  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

ICSC Successes during Year 2020/2021 
 First time in history of ICSC, we hired a Fulltime Imam but 

forced to pause due to COVID restrictions. 

 Arrangement of Jumma prayers successfully in MTC using 
online registration process. 

 Queensland Musallah has remained operational/available 
for the community during COVID-19 restrictions.  

 Increased engagement of Volunteers through online system 

 WILL session (Separate men & women session) 

 Zakat session (Upcoming on Mar 27, 2021) 

 Several monthly online halaqas 

 Multiple programs (online) during last Ramadan (2020) OR 
may be in person (depending upon Covid-19 restrictions at 
that time) 
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Weekend Quran School for kids Update.  

 
Alhamdulillah ICSC relaunched Quran school in September 
2020 and the first semester of this School concluded 
successfully in December 2020. 
Imam Iqbal Gora supervised the curriculum with the support of 9+ 
teachers. Quran school’s mandate is as follows: 
 

 Teach kids recitation of Quran with Tarweed. 
 Provide Islamic studies covering basic topics such as 

Pillars of Islam, Cleanliness & Wudu/Ablution, how to do 
prayer and study of various authentic ahadees with 
translation & background details. 

 Inspire kids and develop their skills with individual and 
group activities. 

 
Minimum age of kids is 5 years in the weekend Quran school. 
The second semester of the school to start in January 2021. 

 
 

 
ICSC Operations Financial Report for 2020  

2020 Opening 
Balance 

$ 

Donations 
Received 

$ 

Total Spend 
$ 

 

Closing Balance 
$ 

147,598 134,466 94,201 187,863 
 

 Upcoming Events & Programs 
Due to COVID 19 restrictions, ICSC has delayed some events 
until the restrictions are relaxed. ICSC is planning to arrange 
following events from Q1 2021: 

 Annual General Body Meeting (AGM) of ICSC members. 

 ICSC has planned monthly Halaqas on zoom (until COVID 
19 restrictions are relaxed) to continue to impart knowledge 
related to Islam to the community members. 

 
 

Ramadan and Eid 2021  
During the months of Rajab and Sha’baan, Rasulullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص used 
to recite the following Dua. 

 
 

Insha-Allah ICSC will be holding the Ramadan Program like last 
15 years in South Calgary. We are currently finalizing plans and 
most likely we will be holding the Taraweeh and Eid prayers 
with Covid-19 protocols at different locations – Inshallah. 
Please keep visiting our web site for latest updates and 
information  
 
We need your support in terms of volunteers for Ramadan 
program at each location and as always, your generous 
donation has made the program successful. Please contact the 
ICSC Events and Program Director Br. Mustafizur Rahman or 
any other board member to inform and reap hasanats in this 
blessed month of mercy and forgiveness. 
 
Allah says in the Quran: “Help each other in righteousness and 
piety, and do not help each other in sin and aggression” [5:2]. 

 


